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burden of obligation willingly borne which your kind gift
imposes. For work such as yours has unending charm
for me, because while Science was my first love and is
still my dear mistress, I love her more for what she sug-
gests than what she reveals. Facts, unrelated, bore me:
only in their significance does one get abiding interest.
That is why your i Vistas ' and such like delicate, throb-
bing things attract me. Some of these were especially
welcome on a recent dull Sunday by our * cold restless
sea/ on which in bright days you promise to come with
Allen to look at it from my window. Tour delicious story
of the critic sent me straight to the Journal of di Cosimo*
How well you produce the archaic flavour: the style has
a Celtic ring about it. As for ' Ecce Pmella' I await the
hearing of it from the voice of a * puella' who likes your
work. I was at Meredith's on Sunday week: he keeps
wonderfully well for him: his talk is bright as his face is
beautiful. He has his fling at me over the Burford
Bridge deception, and says that my duplicity cost you all
a fine speech. I tell him that the speech we had was good
enough for ' the likes of us/ So Fiona Macleod is your
cousin! She is of the ' elect.' I take it as most kind of
her to send me her new book, which I have as yet but
partly read, and am about to acknowledge. She holds a,
weird, strong pen, and will help the Celt to make further
conquest of,the dullard Saxons. Meredith and I talked
about her " Mountain Lovers " when I was with him in
August.
Kindest regards to Mrs. Sharp and yourself.

Yours sincerely;,
EDWABD CLODD.

In the Autumn of 1894 we had come in touch with Pro-
fessor and Mrs. Patrick Geddes of Edinburgh, and a
friendship with far reaching results for "Fiona Mac-
leod" arose between the two men. Both were idealists,
keen students of life and nature; cosmopolitan in outlook
and interest, they were also ardent Celts who believed in
the necessity of preserving the finer subtle qualities andd come for him that
